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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 84  

By  Armstrong 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor and commend the Lady Vols of the 

University of Tennessee. 
 

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly are pleased to specially honor and 

commend those successful athletic programs that, through their magnificent exploits, bring 

honor to Tennessee and serve as exceptional ambassadors of this State; and 

WHEREAS, one such esteemed program is the University of Tennessee’s Lady 

Volunteers, whose outstanding achievements on the hardwood yield great pride for the 

university and this State; and 

WHEREAS, the storied history of this legendary women’s basketball program began in 

the early twentieth century, was shut down in 1926, and was reinstated in 1960; since that time, 

the program has become an annual contender for national titles in the National Collegiate 

Athletic Association (NCAA) and championship titles in the Southeastern Conference (SEC); 

and 

WHEREAS, the formation of the University of Tennessee’s Women’s Intercollegiate 

Athletics Department for the 1976–1977 academic year prompted much debate about the 

nickname by which the women’s athletic teams would be known; it was decided the female 

student athletes would be known as the “Lady Volunteers,” or simply the “Lady Vols”; and 

WHEREAS, the Lady Vols have appeared in every NCAA Women’s Division I Basketball 

Championship tournament since the NCAA began sanctioning women’s sports in the 1981–

1982 season; they are the only team to have appeared in all thirty-two NCAA tournaments, 

including twenty-nine Sweet 16s; and 
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WHEREAS, the outstanding achievements of the Lady Vols include sixteen SEC regular 

season championships, seventeen SEC tournament championships, eighteen Final Four 

appearances, and eight NCAA national championships; and 

WHEREAS, the premier women’s college basketball program in the country, the Lady 

Vols benefited greatly from the basketball expertise, coaching brilliance, and inspirational 

leadership of legendary Hall of Fame head coach Pat Summitt from 1974 to 2012; and enjoy the 

services of current head coach and former Lady Vol Holly Warlick; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Tennessee’s women’s basketball program produced a 

number of stellar collegiate athletes whose impact on the Lady Vols was commemorated by the 

retirement of those players’ jerseys, including Holly Warlick 22, Bridgette Gordon 30, Daedra 

Charles 32, Chamique Holdsclaw 23, Tamika Catchings 24, and Candace Parker 3; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Tennessee’s Lady Vols should be commended for their 

exemplary contributions to the collegiate athletic legacy of this State; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that we hereby honor and commend the Lady Vols of the University of 

Tennessee for their outstanding achievements and significant contributions to the State of 

Tennessee as we also express our strong support for their “Lady Vols” logo and branding to be 

retained forever by the University of Tennessee. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


